SUCCESSES AND ORDEALS                287
education in France seemed to her defective, she regarded
French higher education with lively admiration. She wanted to
make herself the equal of the masters who once had dazzled a
young Pole.
After two years of professorship, Marie undertook to write
down her lessons. She published in 1910 a masterly Treatise on
Radioactivity. Nine hundred and seventy-one pages of text barely
sufficed to sum up the knowledge acquired in this realm since
the day, not so long ago, when the Curies had announced the
discovery of radium.
The portrait of the author did not figure as frontispiece for
this work. Opposite the title-page Marie had placed a photo-
graph of Pierre. Two years earlier, in 1908, this same photo-
graph decorated the title of another volume of six hundred
pages: the Works of Pierre Curie, collected, put in order and
corrected by Marie.
The widow composed, for this latter book, a preface which
retraced Pierre's career. She lamented his unjust death with
restraint:
The last years of Pierre Curie's life were very productive.
His intellectual faculties were in full development, as well as his
experimental skill.
A new period of his life was about to open: it would have been,
with more powerful means of action, the natural prolongation of
an admirable scientific career. Fate did not wish it thus, and
we arc obliged to bow before its incomprehensible decision.
The number of Mme Curie's students grew larger every day.
The American philanthropist Andrew Carnegie had bestowed
on her in 1907 a series of annual scholarships which permitted
her to welcome some novices in the Rue Cuvier. They joined
the assistants paid by the university and some benevolent
volunteer workers. A tall boy, remarkably gifted, Maurice
Curie, son of Jacques Curie, was among them. Marie was
proud of his successes. She was always to give her nephew a
maternal love. Over this squad of eight or ten persons an old